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The article deals with the pecu-
liarities of rural development in 
terms of decentralization. The au-
thor analyzed and generalized the 
concept of “sustainable develop-
ment of rural areas”. The advan-
tages of decentralization for rural 
development and capacity of local 
governments are determined. In 
terms of the process of decentral-
ization of power in Ukraine, there 
are new opportunities for the de-
velopment of rural areas. Prospects 
for local development and improve-
ment of some local communities 
are the primary motivation of de-
centralization in many countries. 
In a decentralized government, lo-
cal governments have the potential 
to function more efficiently than 
the central authorities. Territorial 

communities may regulate the pro-
vision of services based on short- 
and long-term planning. Self-suffi-
ciency and autonomy of budgetary 
expenditure on distribution of local 
services enables rural communities 
to provide quality and affordable 
public services to meet the needs 
and priorities of their citizens. Ex-
pansion of the powers of local gov-
ernments at various levels should 
be carried out, on the one hand, to 
approximate the decision-making 
process to the public, on the other 
hand, to provide authorities with 
organizational, material and finan-
cial resources sufficient to ensure 
the required quantity and quality 
of services provided to population 
in accordance with national social 
standards.
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